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Brown stands with members of her Kidney

Walk team in 2018, which was the �rst walk she

participated in as a transplant recipient.
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Soroptimists walking to support St. Clair Shores

woman with kidney disease
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ST. CLAIR SHORES — In 2018, Jeritha Brown got a new lease
on life.

Sixteen years ago, when she was pregnant with her fourth child,
she experienced preeclampsia, a disorder characterized by the
onset of high blood pressure that, in severe cases, can include
kidney dysfunction. Doctors assured her that everything would
return to normal after her daughter was born, but that didn’t
happen.

Eight years later, she became pregnant again and, against all
medical advice, went ahead with the pregnancy and birth, naming
her daughter Amiracle, because, to Brown, that’s what she was.
Unfortunately, during the pregnancy, Brown’s kidneys began to fail
and when Amiracle was born — weighing just one pound but
breathing on her own — Brown had to begin dialysis.

She was on dialysis for several years before she got the call she
had been waiting for: She was going to receive a donated kidney.
Her donor had died at the age of 21.

It wasn’t all smooth sailing. After the transplant Feb. 3, 2018,
Brown spent two months in the hospital on antirejection
medication as her body fought the new organ, but she eventually
pulled through. With the help of Soroptimist International of
Grosse Pointe, Brown attended Dorsey Schools and graduated as
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a licensed medical assistant. She got a full-time job and also spent time volunteering as a peer mentor for the
National Kidney Foundation of Michigan and with the Gift of Life of Michigan.

“Everything was good,” said the St. Clair Shores mother of five children, ages 8-22. “I graduated with top honors. I
got a job two weeks after graduation, and I was working and life was good ... all the way up until December.”

She caught COVID-19 twice, but that wasn’t the cause of her cough and a runny nose in December 2021. It turned
out to be an upper respiratory infection. Routine blood work taken at the time, however, told doctors that Brown’s
kidney was failing and in rejection.

“I was really shocked when they told me, and they tried to treat it but it didn’t work,” she said. “I had to start dialysis
shortly after that.”

In the four months since then, Brown has had to quit her job and go back to dialysis three times per week.

“I am in the process now of trying to get back on the transplant list. That’s a process. I have to start back over from
the beginning. It’s like a seven-year wait in Michigan unless you have a living donor,” Brown said.

What Brown didn’t know was that the Soroptimists — which awarded her the Live Your Dream Award in 2021 to help
pay for her educational expenses — had decided to continue helping her by forming a team for the National Kidney
Foundation of Michigan’s Kidney Walk.

“We got to know her and found out, about a year after she won the award, that she had severe kidney disease,” said
Madeline Colavito, of St. Clair Shores, one of the group’s directors. “I was thinking to myself, gosh, I used to watch
all these telethons ... what can we do to bring more public awareness to Jeritha?”

She and about a dozen other members of the club joined together to form Soroptimists for Jeritha, a team for the
May 15 Kidney Walk at the Detroit Zoo.

“We decided to have it be something we could do to show her and others that we support her, we are there for her,
and we’ll do what we can to meet whatever needs she has,” Colavito said.

About half of the team is made up of Soroptimist members and half are Brown’s friends and family.
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“They’ve been a blessing,” Brown said of the Soroptimists. “I didn’t even know they started a group for me. When I
found out, I was in tears.
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